
“THE LEADING CAUSE OF LIFE” 
( as compared to the leading cause of death) 

Ralph Arnold, Pastor 

TEXT: James 4:13-17 

 

I. Life is uncertain 

a. Scripture always refers to the brevity of life. 

b. One step between me and death. Psa. 39:4-5 

1 Sam. 20:3 

c. Makes one think of eternity  Ecc. 3:11 

d. We do not know what tomorrow may bring forth. 

 

II. Life is dependent (vs 15) on God’s sustaining power. 

a. Due to his overall purpose in general 

b. Due to his purpose in you personally 

c. Due to your choices to obey or disobey 

 

III. Life is accountable 

a. Your choices have not been predetermined, but the 

results of your choices have. 

I. Study the Word to make the best choices. 

II. Study the Word to know results of your 

choices beforehand. 

III. Predestination is an act of God (what He 

purposes to do). 

IV. Foreknowledge is an attribute of God 

(what He knows before it happens). 

V. God given opportunities comes in giving 

us choices to make. 

b. Your choices are known by the foreknowledge of God, 

but God did not make you choose the way you did. 

 

IV. Life is choices (Look at some of the following verse to 

understand consequences to your decisions). 

a. In salvation:  11 Thess. 2:13-14, 11 Peter 3:9, John 3:16 

b. In service:      Rom. 8:28, Eph. 2:10 

c. In consideration: 1 Chron. 28:9-10, Matt. 11:20-23 
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